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Charlton St. Peter, Rushall & Upavon 

TOGETHER
 

Church & Village News 
 

 



WHO TO CONTACT: 
 

Team Rector: Revd. Canon Rhona Floate, The Rectory, Pewsey, SN9 5DL (day off 
Friday) Tel: 01672 705130 rhonafloate@aol.com 
Associate Priest and Rural Dean: Revd. Canon Gerald Osborne, Tel 01672 563459 
gerald.osborne@lawnfarm.co.uk 
Team Vicar for Community Outreach & Mission: Revd. Hazel Davis, Tel: 07393 
116123  revhazeld@gmail.com  
Assistant Curate: Revd. Matthew Haynes; Tel: 07884 070173 mhaynes100@aol.com  
Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Anne Mantle 01672 564252 annejmantle@gmail.com  

 
PEWSEY TEAM OFFICE:  Bouverie Hall, Pewsey 
Team administrator - Julie Goulding  

Telephone: 07519 754807 (This replaces the previous number) 

Hours: (office hours tbc). 
EMAIL:  team.office@valeofpewsey.org  website: http//www.valeofpewsey.org 
 

Churchwardens 
Upavon   Dr Bill Coker   01980 630803  
Rushall   Mr Richard Wohanka  07920 067563 
Charlton St Peter  Mrs Rosie Cunningham   01980 630321 
    

Lay Pastoral Assistant 
Mr Bill Bracher  01980 630173 
 

Hospital visits - If you need a visit in hospital or know someone who has been taken in who 
would like a visit, please contact a member of the clergy. 
 

Home Communions If you know someone who is unable to get to church and wishes to 
receive Communion, please contact Bill Bracher on 01980 630173 and he will make 
arrangements for this to happen. 
Please contact a member of the clergy to discuss Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Confirmation, 
the Blessing of your home, Service of Prayer and Dedication, Renewal of Wedding Vows. To 
visit in hospital, and the dying at home or in hospital. The clergy are here to help and serve, 
with our Lay Pastoral Assistants 
 

Catholic Churches 
Amesbury, Christ the King, Saturday at 5pm. Parish priest- Fr Anthony Paris. 01980 622177  
Pewsey, Holy Family, Sunday at 9am. Parish priest - Fr John Blacker. 01672 513267 
 

Methodist Minister: Revd. Stephen Skinner 01672 512457 rev.stephen.skinner3@gmail.com 
Pewsey Methodist Church, Sunday services 10.30am 
 
Upavon Baptist Chapel Contact: Mary Jarvis 07876193640 
Services 2nd Sunday of each month at 3.30 pm 
 

UPAVON RUSHALL & CHARLTON LINK   07501 004349 
 

TOGETHER MAGAZINE ADVERTISING AND REVENUE and items of news or notices 
for the next issue, please contact stef.cascarini@gmail.com  by the 14th of the 
month.   
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The Clergy Letter 
 

It seems like a long time ago already that we were in the scorching 
heat, desperately searching for shade. Now, as the days grow cooler 
and darker, perhaps we are already thinking about escaping 
somewhere warmer—or simply putting another log on the fire, closing 
the curtains and shutting the world out for a while. 
 
It is instinctive to protect ourselves. When life feels uncertain or 
difficult, we naturally look for somewhere safe, somewhere where we 
can feel that everything is going to be alright. We see this human 
instinct clearly when violence breaks out. Those caught up in conflict 
understandably search for safety and a place of refuge. And when we 
see suffering, injustice and corruption in our world, perhaps we can 
feel the same desire to escape. As Christians, we may even imagine 
heaven primarily as a place where, after we die, we will finally find rest 
and peace. But what if our hope is not meant to be an escape from this 
world? 
 
What if Jesus teaches us to rest in peace here and now, while we are 
still alive—and to place our hope not in abandoning creation, but in 
God's promise to renew it? 
 
The New Testament contains God’s promise of salvation and eternal 
life with him after death, but this is not the only focus of the biblical 
story. From Genesis to Revelation, Scripture tells a much bigger story: 
God is bringing heaven and earth together, renewing his creation and 
making all things new. 
 
Jesus teaches us to pray:  
“Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 
(Matthew 6:10)  
 
 
 
 
 



 
That is not simply a prayer to escape to somewhere better. It is a 
prayer that God's good and loving purposes might become reality 
here, in the world he has created and loves. As Christians, we are 
therefore called to represent this hope in the world without letting its 
brokenness corrupt us. We are called to care for creation rather than 
abandon it, and to love and bless people rather than avoid or judge 
them. God isn't throwing his creation away. He is making all things 
new. 
 
 I came across a wonderful line on Substack this week from Mark 
Goering: “A surprisingly large amount of ministry is just refusing to 
hurry past the person God has put in front of you.” 
 
 I wonder if that is also a helpful description of what it means to live as 
people of hope. Every person we encounter is worthy of our time and 
attention. The interruption, the conversation, the person who needs a 
little longer than we expected—these can become opportunities to 
put our hope in God’s renewal into practice. Because Christian hope is 
not simply something we hold onto for the future. It is something we 
are invited to live now. Our hope in God's promised renewal of 
creation moves us towards people rather than away from them. It 
encourages us to care for the world rather than give up on it. And it 
teaches us to discover God's peace not by shutting the world out, but 
by trusting God in the midst of it. Perhaps God's renewing work is 
often quieter and slower than we would like: one conversation, one 
act of kindness, one person at a time. So, as the evenings draw in and 
we perhaps become a little more tempted to retreat into the warmth 
and comfort of home, I wonder if we should ask ourselves: 
 
Who might God be inviting you not to hurry past?  
 
God is inviting us to be a part of his renewal work, to reveal his 
kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. 

Revd Hazel Davis 
 

 



Church Services at Upavon, Rushall and 

Charlton St Peter 
 
 

4 October (18th Sunday after Trinity) 

St Mary’s, Upavon, 9.30am Informal Worship 

 

11 October (19th Sunday after Trinity) 

St Matthew’s, Rushall, 11.00am Holy Communion 

St Peter’s, Charlton, 6.00pm Joint Harvest Service for 

Charlton & Upavon 

 

18 October (St Luke) 

St Mary’s, Upavon, 8.00am Holy Communion BCP 

St Matthew’s, Rushall, 11.00am Café Church 

 

25 October (Bible Sunday) 

St Matthew’s, Rushall, 11.00am Matins 

St Peter’s, Charlton, 6.00pm Parish Communion  

 

 
  



 



 

Rushall & Charlton St Peter Village Hall 
 

We have a modern bright hall with under floor heating, a large, fitted kitchen, off-street 
parking and Wi-Fi. are a few afternoon and evening sessions available to book for your 

children’s party or special occasion in the next month, we also have a few regular spots for 
groups so please get in touch - contact details below. 

The next coffee mornings are: 

 

Saturday 3rd Oct, Saturday 7th Nov & Saturday 5th Dec 

10am-12 noon 

All Welcome 

 

Future Events 

 

Saturday 24th October – Curry and Quiz (booking essential) 

Thursday 17th Dec – Christmas Bingo 
 

For all enquiries and bookings regarding the hall please contact us on: 
Email: RCVH2000@gmail.com 

Phone: 07407 216763 
 

Website: www.rushallcharltonvh.org.uk or 
Facebook: Rushall & Charlton Village Hall 

 

Upavon Village Hall 
 

Large, well maintained hall available for hire 
Competitive hourly rates: village residents £9.00 per hour  

(non-residents £10.00) 
(£1.00 hourly rate reduction for block bookings) 

 
Suitable for large gatherings for up to 60 people with ample 

plates, cups and saucers etc. 
Free Wi-Fi 

A well equipped kitchen 
For enquiries or to book please email  

upavonvillagehallbookings@gmail.com  
or call Trudie 07833 311569 
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CHARLTON ST PETER 100 CLUB 
 

(Licensed by Wiltshire Council for the Vale of Pewsey Team of Churches) 
 

Our August 100 Club Draw took place at the end of August. Congratulations to the 
lucky winners: 

£100 R. Giles (Pewsey) No.60 
£50 J. Dixon (Charlton) No.91 
£50 Rushall and Charlton Village Hall No.40 
£25 T. Kirby (Charlton) No.94 
£25 T. Fowle (Charlton) No.19 

 
Our September 100 Club Draw will take place at our service on Sunday 27th September 

at 6pm and the winners will be published in the next edition of the magazine. 
 

We still have a few numbers available, so if you are interested in purchasing number for 
£5 a month, please contact Alma Fowle 07503 998979. 

 

 



 

The Arts Society – Pewsey Vale 
 

The Arts Society - Pewsey Vale will hold their October lecture on Tuesday 6th 

in the Bouverie Hall, Pewsey, at the usual time of 2.30pm. 

 

Christopher Bradley will speak on Libya Uncovered - Magnificent Leptis 

Magna, Sabratha & Cyrene. 

 

Ancient rock paintings deep in the Sahara show the artistic skills of semi-

nomadic traders 10,000 years ago. It was under the powerful Roman Empire 

that Leptis Magna was the greatest city in Africa, when local leader Septimius 

Severus became emperor. Many private villas have only recently been 

uncovered, showing that the 3rd century AD was the golden age of the finest 

examples of Roman mosaics and art. The arrival of Islam brought new forms 

of mosaics, Ottoman-influenced mosques and ornate houses inside the old city 

of Tripoli.  

 

Christopher Bradley is an expert in the history and culture of the Middle East 

and North Africa. As a professional tour guide and lecturer he has led groups 

throughout the Middle East and Asia. He writes extensively on Arabia.  As a 

film producer and cameraman he has made documentaries for the BBC, 

National Geographic TV and Channel 4. 

 

Doors open from 2.00pm and refreshments are available.  Visitors are always 

welcome - £7 on the door, card or cash. 

. 

 

 
. Upavon Parish Council: Community Notices 

   

Upavon Parish Council Meeting 

Please note that our final formal meeting of the year will take place 

on Wednesday 18th November, 7:00pm at the Village Hall. Residents are 

welcome to attend. Dates for next year's council meetings will be advertised in 

due course. 

 

 
  



 

. Upavon Parish Council: Community Notices 
  

Monthly Drop-In Sessions Upavon Parish Council invites all residents to join 

local councillors for our monthly informal drop-in sessions. These sessions 

offer a relaxed space to discuss village matters, share suggestions, ask 

questions, or simply connect with your community. Complimentary tea and 

coffee will be provided. 

 

• When: Saturdays, 10:30 AM – 11:30 AM 

• Where: The Ship Inn 

• Remaining 2026 Dates: 10th October & 14th November (Please note: 

No session in December. 2027 dates will be published later this year). 

  

Remembrance Sunday Lunch 

 

• Date: Sunday 8th November 

• Venue: The Ship Inn 

 

With the kind support of The Ship Inn as our venue host, Upavon Parish 

Council will be hosting this year’s Remembrance Sunday Lunch. Tickets will 

be available to purchase at the Village Shop shortly, with further event details 

to follow. We look forward to seeing you there! 

  

 

 

‘Tag’ 
 



  



 



 



 



 



 



    



 

 



  



Historical Families of Rushall. (part 1) 
 

The history of Rushall, Wiltshire, is closely associated with a succession 

of influential landowning families whose ownership of the manor 

reflected the changing political and social history of England. From the 

Anglo-Saxon period to the nineteenth century, these families shaped 

the village’s economy, church, and landscape.  

Before the Norman Conquest of 1066, Rushall formed part of the 

estates of Gytha, widow of Earl Godwin and mother of King Harold II. 

Following William the Conqueror’s victory at Hastings, the manor was 

confiscated by the Crown and granted to the Benedictine Abbey of St. 

Wandrille de Fontenelle in Normandy. By the time of the Domesday 

Book in 1086, Rushall was recorded as a substantial settlement with a 

church and more than one hundred households, demonstrating its 

importance within the Vale of Pewsey. 

During the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, the manor passed to the 

de Aunay (Daunay) family. They held Rushall for several generations 

and were responsible for exercising manorial authority and presenting 

clergy to the parish church of St Matthew. Although relatively little 

documentary evidence survives concerning individual members of the 

family, they established the medieval pattern of estate management 

that continued for centuries. 

By 1404, the manor had come into the possession of the powerful 

Hungerford family. Sir Walter Hungerford, later the first Lord 

Hungerford, was one of the leading soldiers and statesmen of the 

reigns of Henry IV and Henry V, serving at the Battle of Agincourt in 

1415. The Hungerfords were among Wiltshire’s greatest landowners, 

with estates stretching across southern England, and Rushall remained 

part of their holdings until 1548–49, when financial pressures forced 

the sale of several family estates. 

Bob Macdonald 


